
Stebbing / Church End, Dunmow Walk  

This is a lovely circular walk that takes you to Church End, Dunmow and back and also has the opportunity for a pint 

or coffee at the halfway point. It is almost entirely on footpaths and byways, with only a small section in Church End 

along roads. It can get muddy in wet weather. It is also a really good, if testing, 10k run but probably best avoided 

during the winter months. 

 6 miles / 9.8km  2hr 15min (approx. walking time)  

 

 

 
Starting from outside The White Hart (1) a 17th century inn. Turn down Mill Lane and then turn right into Mill Lane 
Field (cricket ground) just past the Old Chapel, an 18th century former Methodist Chapel, now converted into houses. 
Cross the cricket ground diagonally to the gate on the far side.  
 
Proceed down the footpath, cross the track to Stebbing Park, go through the ‘kissing gate’ opposite (2) and take the 
left hand footpath. The path takes you past Stebbing Park House on your left with its Motte, Motte castles are 
medieval fortifications dating back to the Normans and this is the oldest known part of Stebbing. The footpath bears 
right away from the track up the hill to a ‘kissing gate’. Go through this and turn right onto the track. On this section 
you may well see red kites hovering looking for food. After approx. 1 mile along the track will reach a road (3). 
 
Cross the road and turn left onto the grass verge and after 50 yards turn-right onto a track, signposted ‘Byway’ (4). 
This is a good part of the walk to spot one of the deer herds that roam the countryside, particularly on the fields to 
your left. After ½ mile the track reaches the woods and turns left (5). Follow it for a further 0.4 mile and then take 



the footpath on the right, away from the track. This is not sign-posted, however after about 30 yards when the path 
reaches the trees you will see the footpath sign. Turn left here (6). If you miss the footpath, the track leads you back 
to the road. 
 
You will now see Great Dunmow below you as you walk along this path. Follow the footpath signposts and you will 
pass alongside Marks Farm on your left. The path will follow the tree line and over a couple of bridges. At the end of 
this path, you will cross a small road (7), go through 2 ‘kissing gates’, over a river and across a crop field, all sign-
posted by footpath signs. At this point you reach the gate to the St Marys Church graveyard. Follow the path, 
through the graveyard, past St Marys Church on your left. This originated in the 13th century and well worth a visit. 
You will join a road and after 50 yards you will reach the Broadway (8). At this point the Angel & Harp pub is in front 
of you, if you want to break for breakfast, lunch or a quick pint.  
 
Turn left onto the Broadway, follow for 100 yards over a bridge and turn right into St Edmunds Lane. After another 
100 yards, at the end of a row of houses on the left, there is a small paved track with a footpath sign, take this (9). 
This path leads you past 2 large houses (Merks Hill House & The Orchard) on the left and you will then see the 
imposing Merks Hall on your right with its spectator observatory on the roof, and which despite looking Georgian, 
was built 1984. 
 
Pass the entrance to the hall on your right and continue on the footpath. Once you have passed the house’s grounds, 
take the footpath on the left, just past a line of trees (10). There is a footpath sign, but it is in the trees and hard to 
spot. Follow the line of trees. At the end you will then cross through the middle of 4 crop fields, all the paths are well 
trodden and easy to spot. At the end of each field there are bridges leading to the next field. To the left of the 3rd 
field you will see a solar farm. At the end of the 3rd field, you will see Tooleys Farm on your right. You cross a track, 
go past some farm machinery and cross the 4th field (11). At this point you will see spectacular views of Stebbing, 
including Stebbing’s church tower to the right. At the end of the field, follow the footpath signs that will lead you 
home. At the end of the footpath (12) you can turn left to Mill Lane or turn right towards Stebbing Church. As you 
join Mill Lane, if you look to your left you will see Town Mill, a 17th century working mill, converted in the 1990’s 
into a private residence. Follow Mill Lane to the White Hart. 
 
For runners, if you want to make the run up to a full 10k, take the footpath on your left, half way up Mill Lane, this 
takes you back to the cricket ground. A circuit of the field will get you to 10k. 
 
 
 
 
 


